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A Scholarship for Recent High School Graduates

The Legislative Lottery Scholarship covers 100% of tuition for recent New
Mexico high school graduates for the 24-25 academic year.




Residency in New Mexico: Have met residency requirements NMAC 5.7.18

Graduated: Completion of all required coursework and receipt of a
diploma from a public or accredited private high school in New Mexico.

Home-based or Nonpublic Secondary Educational Program: An
educational program that is not administered by the public education
system, which may include homeschooling or private education options
which is recognized by the state of New Mexico.

High School Equivalency Credential: A certification that is equivalent to a
high school diploma, such as the GED, which is recognized by the state of

New Mexico.

Full-time: A student who is enrolled in 12 credit hours.
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First semester eligibility requirements are as follows:

Maintain New
Mexico residency as
per state
requirements after
high school
graduation or
equivalent credential
receipft.

Enrolled in af least 12
credit hours at an
eligible public
postsecondary
institution or fribal
college in New
Mexico. Must
successfully
complete 12 credit
hours by end of first
“full-time” semester.

Achieve a minimum
GPA of 2.50na 4.0
scale during the initial
semester.

First semester may be
covered by Bridge

Scholarship/3% funds,

other institutional aid
or Opportunity
Scholarship funding.
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The Legislative Lottery Scholarship has a 16-month grace period after high
school graduation.

* If astudent enrolls at a non-qualifying institutions may affect eligibility.

*  Part-time enrollment may be an option during the 16-month grace
period.

* Following the grace period, a minimum enroliment of 12 credit hours is
required to inifiate the first semester of Lottery Scholarship benefits.

What if student does not enroll full-time once the 16-month grace period

expires and continues part-time?

The student has lost eligibility for the Lottery Scholarship. Eligibility for the
Opportunity Scholarship requires a two-year waiting period.
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A scholarship may be awarded to a student in their second semester who has
met first semester eligibility requirements as follows:

Maintain New Successfully Achieves a Enrolled in Student fracking
Mexico residency completes Initial cumulative GPA required credit is essential to
as per state Semester. of 2.50n a 4.0 hour minimum at ensure student
requirements. scale. a 2-year or 4-year meets the
institution. academic year
requirement.
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Initial Enroliment:

First enrolled full-time semester

2-Year Institution: 12 Credit Hours

4-Year Institution: 12 Credit Hours

Continuing Enroliment:

Second semester of full-fime
enrollment

2-Year Institution: 9-18 Credit Hours

4-Year Institution; 12-18 Credit Hours
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SUMMER

SEMESTER

In no case shall the Legislative Lottery
Scholarship fund more than three
summer semesters.

A student may enroll between three and
nine credit hours for summer semesters.

Students may enroll in more than nine
credit hours, but the scholarship shall be
capped at nine credit hours including
accelerated programs.

Summer semesters are not a
requirement; provided that the student is
not required to attend summer semesters
to maintain eligibility or required as part
of an accelerated program.



SEMESTER CONTINUING ELIGIBILITY

2-Year Institution:
Student must enroll in at least 9
credit hours in both fall and
spring semesters.

4-Year Institution
Student must enroll in at least 12
credit hours in both fall and
spring semesters.

Students must have a 2.5 cumulative GPA.

ACADEMIC YEAR ELIGIBILITY

2-Year Institution:
Student must successfully
complete at least 24 credit

hours total within the academic

YEAQr.

4-Year Institution
Student must successfully
complete at least 30 credit
hours total within the academic

YEAdr.
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The "12 to Finish" campaign encourages students at a 2-
year university to take 12 credit hours each semester.

By doing so, they are more likely to meet the annual
requirement of 24 credit hours needed to maintain their
lottery Scholarship successfully.

A summer semester should be utilized as a last resort o
fulfill the annual credit hour requirement.

“12 to Finish” promotes timely graduation and enhances
student success.
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The "15 to Finish" campaign encourages students at a 4-
year university to take 15 credit hours each semester.

By doing so, students are more likely to meet the annual
requirement of 30 credit hours needed to maintain their
Legislative Lottery Scholarship successfully.

A summer semester should be utilized as a last resort to
fulfill the annual credit hour requirement.

“15 to Finish” promotes timely graduation and enhances
student success.
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A Scholarship for Returning Student Learners

The Opportunity Scholarship covers 100% of tuition and course specific
fees for returning student learners for the 24-25 academic year.




A scholarship may be awarded to a Returning Student Learner who:

e |snot a Recent Graduate Learner.

e Has not earned a bachelor’s, master's degree or doctoral degree at the
time the scholarship is awarded.

e Has established and maintained New Mexico residency or is an active
member of the New Mexico National Guard.

e Must enroll in a minimum of 6 credit hours per spring and fall semester (no
minimum in the final semester before graduation). Tuition over 18 credit
hours is not covered by the scholarship.
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e May enrollin 3-9 credit hours per summer semester (optional); provided
that a student is not required to attend a summer semester to maintain
eligibility.

e Maintains a cumulative grade point average of 2.5 or higher on a 4.0
scale.




2-Year Institution:

90 attempted credit hours
for the completion of one
associate degree.

4-Year Institution:

160 attempted credit hours for
the completion of one
bachelor's degree.
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A scholarship may be awarded for one or more workforce certificates.

Student(s) with a bachelor's degree does not qualify for the Opportunity Scholarship
award.

A student may receive an Opportunity Scholarship award for multiple credit-
bearing certificates, provided that each certificate is high demand (CIP) as
determined by the Higher Education Department in consultation with Workforce
Solutions Department.

There is no credit hour requirement on approved certificates.
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Credit Transfer Process

Educate students
about the steps
involved in
transferring dual
credits fo their
selected college,
including required
documentation
and deadlines.

Orientation Programs

Encourage
participation in
college orientation
programs and early
advising sessions to
facilitate the
transition from high
school to college.
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New Mexico Higher Education Department:

Reach Higher New Mexico:

Main HED Webpage Reach Higher
New Mexico Webpage
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