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Agenda

* Researching Schools & Careers

* Federal and State Financial Aid?

* Federal Student Aid Identification (FSA ID)

* Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA")
* Register for NMEAF S500 FAFSA Scholarships

* FAFSA Face Off Challenge
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Know your interest GOALS.®

https://www.mynextmove.org/explore/ip
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Interest inventories are questionnaires that ask you to rate New Mexico
. . . . e ey Educational
your interest in a wide variety of activities. Assistance
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Where can | research schools?

COLLEGE SCORECARD
https://collegescorecard.ed.gov/

Where to start — small school, large school, in-state, out-of-
state, cost considerations, close to...

Types of Schools — Colleges, Universities, Community
Colleges, Trade Schools. (Career Certifications)




Where can | research schools?

https://hed.state.nm.us/nm-college-guide/ https://www.reachhighernm.com/
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What is Financial Aid

Source: https://www.mos.com/blog/what-is-financial-aid/




Types of Financial Aid

* Grants & Scholarships aift aid)

* Borrowed

Direct Loans a.k.a. Student Loans

 Earned

* Work-Study

https://studentaid.gov/sites/default/files/do-you-need-money.pdf
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State Aid

How do | qualify for the Lottery Scholarship?

To qualify for the Lottery Scholarship, you will need to:
*Enroll full-time at a New Mexico public college or university
within 16 months of high school graduation or completion
of a high school equivalency or home school certificate. Full-

time means:

* 15 credit hours at a four-year university
* 12 credit hours at a community college

*Achieve and maintain a 2.5 grade point average (GPA).

*Maintain full-time enrollment every fall and spring
semesters.

Opportunity

Scholarship

e oAanrve Ay ww

ReachHigherNM.com




State Aid — NM Lottery
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State Aid - Opportunity
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Financial Aid Eligibility

Different types of Financial Aid have different eligibility
requirements

Federal Financial Aid (FAFSA) requires various federal
eligibility checks including citizenship.
Student Must be US Citizen or Eligible Non-Citizen for
Federal Funding
Citizenship not required for contributors

NM State Financial Aid is awarded based on residency, you
will have to show proof of residency to the Institution you
attend

Each school/state has its own requirements




Financial Aid Eligibility

State Aid

Eligibility: U.S. citizens or eligible
noncitizens.

Eligibility: Proof of state residency
required.

Application: FAFSA required

Application:FAFSA or state-specific
application.

Need-Based: Primarily based on
financial need.

Need-Based: Can be need- or merit-
based (GPA)

Usage: Any eligible institution in the
U.S.

Usage: Limited to in-state schools.




Undocumented Students & Families

https://www.higheredimmigrationportal.org/

Data Protections for FAFSA
Information - Presidents' Alliance

Know Your Rights Toolkit | Immigrant Legal
Resource Center | ILRC

https://www.ilrc.org/

NM Senate Bill 582 (SB-582)

* Immigration status does not affect admission to a Higher Education Institution

* All NM Residents are eligible for state-based aid regardless of immigration status
* NM Lottery Scholarship, NM Opportunity Scholarship




Before you Apply for Federal Aid

Create your Account (FSA ID)

The Federal Student Aid (FSA) ID is a username and password that is
required to log in and access all Federal Student Aid websites,
including the FAFSA.

https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch




Federal Aid

Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)

Get Money To Help Pay for School

Use the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFS
apply for financial aid for college. career school, or grad
,//Ji - 777\\
\_ Start a 2025-26 Edit a 2025-26 FAFSA®
F ¢ Form or Accept an Invitation
—> [emseerems | form

Start New Form Edit Existing Forms

Some states and schools use information from the FAFSA® form to
determine your eligibility for their grants, scholarships, and loans. Check

https://studentaid.ed.gov
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Pell Grant Up to $7,395




Which contributor (Parent) do | invite?

Who is My Parent Tool? - should be used before the FAFSA is started to determine
which parent(s) will need to be contributors to the FAFSA -
https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-apply/parents

Who counts as a parent on the FAFSA®

form? z i
A student may need to ask their parent(s) to provide

information on their FAFSA form based on the student's
dependency status.

This tool helps determine which parent(s) should participate in
a student’s FAFSA form.

To begin using the tool, enter the first name of the student’s legal parent(s).

This helps us provide clear direction on which parent(s) should participate in the student’s FAFSA form.

Who is considered a legal parent?
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Contributor Information

We Need Information for Your Parent(s) Now
_A Based on your answers in the previous section. you'll need to provide informalion about

Enter Information about your parent(s) identified on the prior page, and we'll send an emall on your
behalf.

If they already have a StudentAld.gov account username and password (FSA ID), the Information
entered here must exactly match that account.

IMPORTANT: If your contributor doesn't have a Soclal Security number, you may encounter an
Issue that Impacts your abllity to add them to your form. If you receive this error, review the
guldance and recommended workaround and try again.
Use the email address that is most likely to reach your contributor. Unlike the other information
provided, the email address doesn’t need to match the email associated with their StudentAid.gov
account.




Contributor Information
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Checking this box when your
parent does have an SSN may
delay processing of the FAFSA
form.

To invite a contributor to your FAFSA form,
you'll need to provide their name, date of
birth, Social Security number, and email
address.




College Applications — Award offers

Financial aid award offers outline the details of the financial aid package you are

being offered.

FAFSA
Student ID
/ ACT/SAT
HS Transcript
Acceptance Award Offer

FAFSA Priority Dates
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Researching Scholarships

https://www.nmeaf.org/plan-pay-for-college/scholarships/
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Tip - Never pay to applyI !lt_r

Eligibility and Deadlines!

Local businesses, banks, non-profit
organizations & churches, tribal,

,‘ﬂsmeb employers, etc. @/////

ALBUQUERQUE
COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION
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Your high school counselor is one of your best resources for scholarships searches.




Class of 2025

High school seniors can register to
win S500 Scholarships
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https://www.nmeaf.org/FAFSA-Scholarship




Class of 2025 - FAFSA Challenge
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LOCAL NM HELP
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The process is free and easy. Every Monday from 3-6PM, students and/or parents can log in to our https://qrco.de/bf9082
virtual help session, Money Mondays. At Money Mondays, we have professionals from the local

FAFSA Money Mondays
Virtual Workshops




... NMEAF FAFSA BROCHURES

FAFSA Brochure




Questions?

SLIDES
https://qrco.de/bfNZPY

Questions by email: Outreach@nmeaf.org




